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the leadership of the society, "the clashing pretensions of
irascible genius burst forth, and blew the assembly to atoms;
its fragments, still bright and precious, were eagerly gathered
up by foreign nations, and made the corner-stones of steadier
institutions." n It was an epitome of all Florentine history.
Without the leadership of one paiticular family which alone
of all the Tuscan race possessed a special gift for calming
discord and inducing antagonistic natures to work harmoni-
ously together, and whose possession of this valuable qual-
ity, demonstrated in many generations of this family for two
hundred and fifty years, was here exhibited for the last time,
internecine conflict ever robbed the talent and genius of the
Florentine race of its crown and flower of success. None but
a Medici could ever steer the bark of Florentine cumus safe
to port and keep it from wrecking itself upon the rock of
fratricidal strife.

Ferdinand and his brothers Giovanni Carlo and Leopold
were no less active in the cause of Liteiature than in that
of Science. By them was formed with diligent labour the
"Palatine Library" (or Library of the Palace), which now
forms the chief part73 of the National Library of the Uffizi,
and contains fourteen thousand manuscript books and over
two hundred thousand printed books. The treasures of this
library, though not so great as those of the older Medici
library founded by Cosimo Pater Patriae, are still very con-
siderable. It possesses over three hundred volumes of letters
and papers of Galileo and his most distinguished contempo-
raries, including his celebrated Discourses and Mathematical
Demonstrations, and his treatise called The Dialogues which
brought upon him the wrath of Pope Urban VIII; also an
interesting letter from his favourite pupil Viviani, proving
that Galileo was the first to apply the principle of the
pendulum to the clock. Among the illuminated books is a
missal, once the property of the Emperor Otho III (983-
looa), with his name written in it; also another missal with